PITMINSTER ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting, held in the Old School Pitminster, on Thursday 23 April 2026, at 6.00PM.

Present
Cllrs Chapman (Chair Parish Council), Threlfall (Vice Chair), Burnett, Reisner, Ford, Neale.
Mr R Tyzack (Clerk to the Parish Council)
One member of parish
1. Election of Chairman for the meeting

Cllr Chapman addressed the meeting thanking everyone for attending. He went on to explain this was a meeting for the members of the parish. As he was present, law dictates that he must preside over the meeting. If he was not present it would be up to those attending to elect a Chair for the meeting.
2. Apologies

Cllr Garland, Lewis.

Adrian Whatmore
3. Questions from Parishioners
None.
4. Chairman Report
Cllr Chapman presented his report, which is on file and available on the website, followed by an update from Cllr Sarah Wakefield on council matters in Somerset.
5. Leaders Reports
Pitminster Charity by Harry Yoxhall. The Pitminster Charity was founded in 1851 as “Allotment for the Labouring Poor” to provide allotment land for those without gardens to grow food. It now mainly provides small cash grants to residents of the parish on low incomes who face unexpected bills or other short term financial difficulties. The total assets of the Charity amount to about £70,000 with up to £6000 available to spend this year.

Although Pitminster is a generally well-off area, the Trustees recognise that hardship can be hidden and are working to raise awareness of the Charity and improve local access to its support.
Any unspent annual income may be given to other organisations that support parishioners facing hardship, especially Taunton Food Bank. It may also be used to support local outdoor recreation spaces.
This year the Charity is updating its documentation, including its governing document, and we are grateful to the Parish Council for helping us simplify the appointment of new trustees.

For more information or to make an application (which can be on behalf of a third party) please contact pitminstercharity@gmail.com
Local History Group by Harry Yoxhall. Pitminster LHG has operated in its present form since being re-established by the current Chair, Jenny Fogg.
The core group of about twelve members meets on the last Wednesday of the month about nine times a year. We aim to hold at least two public events each year. In the last 12 months there has been a history walk around Pitminster village and a showing of the 1940s cine film of Pitminster & Blagdon Hill at the Queens Arms.

Public events are free to attend, but donations are collected to meet the costs of the Group (notably insurance) and to maintain the archive.

The Group aims to have at least two projects running at any time. Currently we are collecting oral histories from older residents of the villages and transcribing these for our archive. There is also an ongoing scheme to collect and map as many field names in the parish as possible.

We hold a growing collection of books on the history of Somerset, and an archive of material related to the history of the parish. In the long term we hope to digitise as much of this as possible.

We were pleased to work with the East Devon Metal Detecting Club, which surveyed three areas of the village in late 2025 and uncovered several interesting finds, including a broken Roman cloak clasp and an Edward III groat (a 4d coin) in the church tithe field behind Pitminster Lodge.
This year we are collaborating with Pitminster church and other interested parties to put on the 50th anniversary “Parish Pageant” that will explore some interesting episodes from the past two thousand years of human habitation in this part of the Blackdowns.
6. Close meeting
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.45PM.

Signed... 





Date. 21 May 2026

Chair
